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JEREM. xi. 1 


Righteous art thou O Lord, when I plead 
with thee ; Yet let me talk with thee of 
thy judgments; Wherefore doth the 
way of the wicked proſper 9? Wherefore 
are all they happy, that deal very 
treacherouſly ? 


HE moſt popular Argument againſt 
Providence, has always been taken 

from the conſideration of the unequal 
diſtribution of the good and evil 

things of this Life: The promiſcuous allotment 
of theſe to the righteous and to the wicked, 
ſeeming irreconcilable with the belief of a Divine 
Superintendency. This was eſpecially the caſe in 
the dark ages of the World, when Mens no- 
tions were influenc'd by preſent appearances, and 
temporal bleſſings were the only known motives 
to Piety, and Goodneſs. It was probably owing 
to this obvious inequality, that ſome of the Phi- 
loſophers, inſtead of accounting for the difficul- 
ty, refin'd it away, by declaiming upon the in- 
trinſick excellence and independency of virtue, 
and maintaining it to be its own reward under 


A all 


[ 2 ] 
all Circumſtances whatſoever. And we have the 
leſs reaſon to be ſurpriſed either at the ignorance 
and miſapprehenſion of the Vulgar, or the Chi- 
merical ſentiments of the wiſeſt upon this ſub- 
ject, as we find many even of the beſt Men un- 
der the Law frequently complaining upon the 


very ſame Principle, and expreſſing themſelves in 
ſome meaſure diſſatisfied with the divine Diſpen- 


ſations. It is needleſs to refer to any other Proof 


of this than the expoſtulation of the Prophet in 
my Text. The Truth is, nothing but the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt, who brought Life and Immorta- 
lity to light by his Gofpel, can effectually remove 
the doubts and ſcruples that naturally ariſe in 
the human Mind from the Obſervation of cer- 
tain occurrences, or teach us to acknowledge the 
moſt perplexing of them to be conſiſtent with 

that Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Juſtice, which are 
inſeparably connected with the rational idea of 
God. And if the holy Prophet notwithſtanding 
his anxiety, was yet poſſeſt with ſo thorough a 
ſenſe of the Rectitude of the Divine Nature, that 
he confeſs'd the Lord to be Righteous even when 
he preſum'd to plead with him, with what com- 
fort and ſatisfaction may they who have learnt 
Chriſt endeavour in a ſpirit of humble curioſity 
to aſcertain the Jas of Providence in the 
molt affecting events, and trace as it were the 
Divinity through all preſent irregularities, forti- 
fied as they are with the certainty of a life to 
come when God will render to every man accord- 


ing to his Deeds? 
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Reflections of this nature are never unſeaſon- 


able, as there are not wanting even under the 


light of the Goſpel, Men indefatigable in their 
ſearch after pretences to call the Divine Attributes 
in queſtion ; and they are particularly ſuitable to 
the Solemnity of this day; When we are aſſem- 
bled to commemorate as amazing an inſtance of 
ſuffering Virtue as Hiſtory can ſupply us with, 
whether we conſider the high Rank or the inno- 
cence of the Party.diſtreſt, or the quarter from 
whence by Divine permiſſion his afflictions came. 
The cruel, premeditated, publick Murder of a 
brave and pious Prince, whoſe greateſt crimes 
were, (at that time at leaſt) his hearty and con- 
ſcientious zeal for the Conſtitution of a Church 
in whoſe boſom he was nurſt, which he was 
{worn to defend, and which he choſe rather to 
fall with, than ſurvive; His magnanimous re- 
ſolution in aſſerting thoſe Rights and Preroga- 
tives, which he could not in juſtice to himſelf, 
or his Poſterity relinquiſh; His open, and prince- 


ly concern for the execution of the laws, which 


had never been ſo notoriouſly invaded and tram- 
pled upon, as they were to his prejudice : (An 
invaſion that rendered the Life and Property of 
every man precarious) His tender regard for the 
Liberties of the People whom God had commit- 
ted to his charge, in their true and proper ex- 
tent. A Murder like this committed by a ſet of 
deſperate Men, ſo abſolutely deſtitute of the leaſt 
appearance of right, the leaſt ſhadow of pretence 
either in point of common propriety, or legal 

autho- 
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authority to colour ſuch an unparallell'd pro- 
ceeding with, that the very names of ww of 
them were ſcarce heard of, till their iniquities 
proclaim'd them. A murder, I ſay, attended with 
ſo many melancholy, ſo many odious circum- 
ſtances of aggravation, carries with it upon a ſu- 
perficial ſurvey ſo horrid an aſpect, that it ma 

ſeem to furniſh Scepticiſm and Ridicule with 
the moſt plauſible objections againſt the Govern- 
ment of the World by Divine Providence, and 
give the faireſt occaſion to the Enemy to inſult 
and blaſpheme in the language of the Heathen, 
Where 1s now their God? 

It will not therefore ('tis preſum'd) be unuſe- 
ful to obviate all cavils of this ſort, by inquiring 
into the grounds and reaſons of luch events as 
are moſt aſtoniſhing in the courſe of this world, 
with a particular view to the Cataſtrophe of this 
day. 

It will not, ſecondly, be improper to exhibit 
ſuch a ſketch of the character of the Royal Mar- 
tyr as ſhall juſtify the Application of the forego- 


ing obſervations. 

A few practical doctrines will laſtly be dedu- 
cible from the whole. 

I am firſt then to inquire into the grounds and 
reaſons of ſuch events as are moſt aſtoniſhing in 
the courſe of this world, with a particular view 
to the Cataſtrophe of this day. | 

Now the miſtakes we are all too apt to fall 
into upon the obſervation of ſuch events as theſe, 
are. to be aſcrib'd to a certain narrow and ſelfiſh 
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way of thinking, which prevents us from exa- 
mining the divine proceedings in that general 
and extenſive light in which they ought always 
to be conſidered, The many ſcriptural promiſes 
of temporal proſperity to the righteous, and re- 
ated denunciations of woe to the wicked, muſt 
admit of their ſeveral exceptions: Nor can God 
be ſuppos'd not to have reſerv'd to himſelf that 
liberty of deviating from ſuch declarations, which 
is eſſential to him as Sovereign of,the World, In- 
deed, when theſe promiſes were the principal in- 
ducements to Virtue, and theſe threats the ſtrong- 
eſt diſſuaſives from Vice (as they confeſſedly 
were, before the clear and explicit revelation of 
a future ſtate) we cannot wonder at the com- 
plaints and uneafineſs of thoſe, who found them 
not punctually and literally fulfill'd ; But, that 
under the Goſpel Diſpenſation we are not to lay 
ſo great a ſtreſs upon them, is evident from num- 
berleſs paſſages in holy writ of a contrary ten- 
dency, which encourage us to the performance 
of our duty by motives drawn wholly from the 
conſideration of an Hereafter ; and frequently aſ- 
ſure us in expreſs and poſitive terms to this effect, 
that we muſt thro much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. And as it would be abſurd to 
infer from this Text that all good men are born 
to trouble and perſecution as the ſparks fly up- 
warde, ſo would it be equally unreaſonable to 
conclude from any words of an oppoſite import, 
that they may plead a right of abſolute exemp- 
tion from ſuch perſecution ; becauſe general ex- 
preſſions 
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preſſions are not to be applied. to extraordinary 
caſes. This World is not the ſtate of final retri- 
bution, and therefore the moſt extraordinary in- 
ſtances of the triumphs of the ungodly, and the 
diſtreſſes of the juſt, however prepoſterous upon 
any other hypotheſis, are yet to be accounted 
for upon rational principles, if we conſider them 
as inſtrumental to ſome particular purpoſes of 
the Deity ; As deſign'd for inſtance, either occa- 
ſionally to diſplay his glory, to manifeſt his juſ- 
tice and vengeance, or to illuſtrate, (what they 
at firſt ſeem to be objections againſt) the inter- 
poſition and government of his Providence. 

In the firſt place then, this truth deſerves to 
be deeply imprinted upon our minds, that God 
under what notion ſoever we regard him, ads 
primarily and originally with a view to his own 
honour. 'This is the great end of all his Diſpen- 
ſations to mankind, whether they be univerſal, 
or of a more eſpecial and perſonal kind. Agree- 
ably to this rule, the bleſſings and afflictions of 
life are ſent from one hand, and with one inten- 
tion. The due application of the former of theſe 
plainly promotes the glory of God, and a true 
Chriſtian ſpirit under the preſſures of the latter 
ſtill more directly and effectually tends to the 
advancement of the ſame. But no afflictions 
have ſo viſible and immediate a relation here- 
unto, as the ſufferings of thoſe who are perſecu- 
ted for righteouſneſs ſake : Theſe ſufferings do 
publick honour to God and Religion; They are 


undeniable proofs of that fincerity and diſinte- 
reſtednels 


71 


reſtedneſs in which the chief merit of our obe- 


dience conſiſts. And the glory of God is advan- 
ced thereby in proportion to ſuch circumſtances 
of dignity and integrity on the one hand, or of 
violence and unreaſonableneſs on the other, as 
render the caſe more or leſs affecting and illuſtri- 
ous. The beſt men therefore are ſo far from be- 
ing the leaſt liable to perſecution, that they are 
the proper objects of it; They are the only per- 
ſons duly qualified to anſwer this end of Provi- 
dence. The World has ſeen but one example of 

rfect innocence, which was in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who though he knew no fin, was 
yet emphatically a man of ſorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with grief : And we are not leſs exhorted to 
imitate him in our ſufferings than in our prac- 


ſuffer for it, (ſays St. Peter, ye take it patiently, 
this 1s acceptable with God ; for even hereunto were 
je called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leav- 
mg us an example that ye ſhould follow his ſteps. 
And accordingly we find the Apoſtles and firſt 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity always acting upon this 
noble principle : Zealous to ſerve God in their 
lves, and even forward to glorifie him by their 
deaths; As if it had been an opinion univerſally 
recery'd, that Martyrdom was neceſſary to make 
the Chriſtian Character compleat. In this view 
the Cataſtrophe of the day does not bear a ſhock- 
ing, but an amiable appearance. The Royal Mar- 
tyr on the ſcaffold is a figure more glorious and 


Ittractive than that of a Monarch directing the 
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councils of a Senate, or commanding Armies in 
the Field! Kings have been the nurſing- father: 
of the Church, and Queens her nur/ing-mothers 
But to be reduc'd to the loweſt ſtate of wretch- 
edneſs in her cauſe, to become the prey of ava- 
rice, rapine, and inhumanity, to be expos'd to 
the vileſt inſults and the groſſeſt indignities, and 
at length to fall a ſacrifice to the madneſs of the 
People; Theſe are circumſtances which eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſh the Annals of Charles the firſt from 
thoſe of all other Princes ſince the foundation 
of Chriſtianity : And that he travell'd through 
this vale of tears with Heroic Fortitude, that he 
ſuſtain'd this load of calamities with Chriſtian 
Magnanimity, could only be owing to that abun- 
dant grace by which he was enabled fo chear- 
fully to follow the ſteps of his bleſſed Maſter 
and Saviour, to the honour and glory of Almigh- 
ty God, to the laſting credit of the church of 
England, and to his own immortal renown. 
But ſecondly ſuch events as theſe will furniſh 
us with matter of reflection, as they are manifeſ- 
tations of God's juſtice, and vengeance. 

In this ſenſe all the powers and qualities of 
nature are but ſo many inſtruments in the hand 
of their great Author. Nor is it very material, 
whether the Divine Viſitations be of a phyſical or 
a moral kind: Whether mankind be chaſtis'd with 
plague or peſtilence, ſword or famine, the op- 
preſſion of tyranny, the confuſion of anarchy, 
or the outrage of rebellion. "Theſe judgments 
are reſpectively diſpens'd in a manner, and 1 a 

- 


[ 9 ] 


in degree proportionable to the meaſure of their 
bers provocations. And if we apply ſuch conſidera- 
„„: tions to the caſe before us, tis certain no Nation 
ch. has been more grievouſly viſited with the diſ- 
pleaſure of Heaven than this : The wickedneſs 
of that People muſt be great, to whom the Lord 
in his anger gives a bad King ; but theirs muſt 
be much greater, from whom in his wrath he 
takes away a good one. Tis not to be denied, 
that the miſeries conſequent upon the reigns of 
cruel and unjuſt Princes, are very painful cor- 
rections; but it is the ſureſt mark of utter deſo- 
lation and miſery, when there is 20 King in I 
rael, and every man doth that which is right in 
bis own eyes. We have to day * in the behalf of all 
« the people of this land confeſſed, that they were 
«the crying fins of this nation which brought 
« down this heavy judgment upon us.” Theſe — 
are too odious, too numerous for repetition: It is 
ſufficient to ſay, that they were become in a man- 
ner general, that they were diſtinguiſhable by the 
moſt conſummate hypocriſy, the infamous cha- 
racteriſtic of the iniquity of thoſe times, when 
« ofevery one ſaid unto Chriſt, Lord, Lord, and ſcarce 
and any did he 401ll of bis Father which is in heaven. 

rial 'Tis further, too plain an indication that a 
al of people have incurred the heavieſt indignation of 
with | the Almighty, and are grown ripe for deſtruc- 
op- bon, when they bring down upon themſelves 
chf, ſuch judgments as they were leaſt aware of, ſuch 
ents as they could have no probable grounds to ap- 
to al prehend they ſhould be viſited with. There was, 


de- B it 


Ly 
it may be ſuppoſed a time, when, if it had been 
ſuggeſted to the Jews, God's favourite and pe- 
culiar people, that their temple ſhould be pil- 
lag'd and deſtroyed by ſacrilegious and idolatrous 
hands, and themſelves brought under the ſubjec- 
tion of a foreign government, they would have 
derided the intimation ; ſo little obvious to their 
underſtandings were the methods of divine juſ- 
tice, ſo inſenſible were they, that Idolaters and 
Infidels are the moſt proper ſcourges in the hand 
of an angry God. As unforeſeen, as inconceiy- 
able, once was the bloody tranſaction of this day: 
The encroachments of rebellion were gradual and 
imperceptible : It ſpread its firſt poiſon with the 
breath of ſlander, and the mean arts of ſecret 
machination : It next exalted its voice in open 
declarations both againſt Eccleſiaſtical, and Re- 
gal Authority: In time it broke out into acts of 
publick violence, ſupported by the cry of the rab- 
ble, and the riots of popular ſedition: It ſoon 
advanced with Gigantic {ſtrides into the field in 
battle array againſt the Lord's Anointed: It fought, 
it conquered, it triumphed, in the ruin of this 
Church and Monarchy. Surely the hand of God 
is viſible in the infliction of theſe memorable 
Judgments. --- The cruel miſcreants who were 
the actors of theſe tragedies, miſtook the permiſ- 
ſion for the approbation of the moſt High, and 
while they boaſted themſelves to be his favou- 
rites, were but the dreadful Executioners of his 
wrath : Their wonderful ſucceſſes were no more 


the effects of their own valour, prudence, or N 
an 
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than they were the fruits of their meekneſs, loy- 
alty, or righteouſneſs : To theſe ſons of Belial, 
our Saviour's words to Pilate are in ſome mea- 
ſure applicable, They could have had no power at 
all againſt their Sovereign, except it had been gi- 
ven them from above. Which naturally brings me 
in the third place, to take a view of events like 
this, as ſignal illuſtrations of what they ſeem to 
be objections againſt, the interpoſition and go- 
vernment of Divine Providence. 

It is wholly to be accounted for from our un- 
willingneſs to conſider God under any other cha- 
rater than that of an able Protector, or a migh- 
ty Deliverer, that the different diſpenſations of 
his Providence do not produce in us ſentiments 
equally religious ; His publick Mercies, if they 
cannot excite our gratitude, at leaſt ſeldom eſ- 
cape our obſervation ; But his judgments are apt 
to fill us with diſtruſt, to incline us to doubt 
whether the affairs of this World come at all un- 
der his cogniſance, and almoſt to exclaim, 7s 
there knowledge in the moſt High? Whereas did 
we but appropriate to God the titles of Gover- 
nour, Judge, and Avenger, which are as much 
his due as thoſe of Benefactor, and Preſerver, we 
ſhould alike acknowledge him in all his adminiſ- 
trations, His ſeveral dealings and viſitations 
would all meet with a ſuitable reception from us; 
the moſt gracious of them would not appear to 
demand our thankfulneſs, more than the moſt 
ſevere our acquieſcence and reſignation. For the 


Divine Providence is as conſpicuous in general 
cala- 
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calamities, as in the moſt univerſal bleſſings, and 
we ought in all reaſon to form the fame conclu- 
ſions in one caſe which we never fail to do in 
the other. It was for inſtance, Gods miraculous 
Providence that delivered us out of our miſerable 
confuſions * by reſtoring to us, and to his own 
«juſt and undoubted Rights, King Charles the 
* ſecond ;” nor is the interpoſition of permiſſive 
Providence leſs diſcernible in the misfortunes and 
death of his Royal Father. In the former exam- 
ple, we aſcribe that wonderful deliverance to the 
hand of God, becauſe it could not poſſibly have 
, been effected by the unaſſiſted power, or un- 
guided wiſdom of man; And the latter example 
refers us to the ſame, ſince it was morally im- 
poſſible that the pride, the ambition, the malice, 
and the very folly of a fanatick Faction ſhould 
. have made ſo aſtoniſhing a progreſs in di- 
rect violation, and utter contempt of all laws hu- 
man and divine, and alſo of the very notion of 
right and wrong, had it not pleased God to ſuf- 
fer their wickedneſs to proſper, and to harden 
their hearts to the utmoſt degree of obduracy, as 
well perhaps for ſome ſecret purpoſes of his will, 
as that the meaſure of their iniquities being full, 
the miſery of a guilty land might be compleated. 
This the Lord's doing and it 1s marvellous in our 
exes. Events therefore of this nature, inſtead of 
affording matter of objection againſt Providence, 
are fo many ſtanding arguments of its reality. 
Was nothing unexpected or amazing to fall out 
in the courſe of this world, were all cauſes to 
pro- 


BS 


oduce without exception their ſimilar and cor- 
reſpondent effects, this regularity might be 
urged in ſupport of the doctrine of an abſolute 
fatality ; But every interruption of this order is a 
manifeſt interpoſition of a ſuperior Being, to 
whoſe Wiſdom and Power all things are ſub- 
ſervient. It is true, there are a ſet of men in the 
world abſurd and bold enough entirely to ex- 
clude the Divine Providence from the govern- 
ment of it: Theſe affect to aſcribe the moſt ſur- 
priſing events to the operation and concurrence 
of natural cauſes ; If they are preſs d with ſuch 


inſtances as the above-mention'd, they will tell 


us, that nothing happened in either cafe but what 
might be expected in the courſe of things ; that 
a general ſettlement was the plain and ordina 
conſequence of a general fermentation, and that 
cruelty and murder were no more than uſual ef- 
fects of hatred and revenge. Nor indeed are we 
to wonder that thoſe, who diſavow the very no- 
tion of all miraculous interpoſitions in the natu- 
ral world, upon pretence that we are ignorant 
how far the powers of mere nature extend, ſhould 
upon ſuch ſlender principles preſume to account 
for the contingencies of the moral. But bleſſed 
be God, I am not ſpeaking to ſuch. Our Reli- 
gion furniſhes us with better inſtructions, and 
teaches us to look upon ſecond cauſes as always 
operating under the direction of the firſt. All e- 
vents accordingly are to be deem'd providential 
and miraculous, which are either produc'd by a 
cauſe with which they have no natural connec- 
tion, 
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tion, or by one which notwithſtanding ſuch con- 
nection, 1s yet in itſelf utterly inadequate to the 
production; And therefore the Providence of 
God is as really, though not ſo viſibly, concern'd 
in the preſervation or deſtruction of Kings and 
States, as in the cure of a diſeaſe with a touch, 
or the raiſing the dead by a word. We are told 
that not a ſparrow ſhall fall on the ground without 
our heavenly Father, and that the very hairs of our 
head are all number d: And as this f $18 clear- 
ly informs us that the minuteſt circumſtances are 
not overlook'd by God's Providence, or beneath 
his Superintendency, and that he is the Diſpoſer 
of all events which happen according to the ge- 
neral and ſtanding laws of his Government, fo 
much more conſequently does it point out to us 
this great Author and Mover in matters more 
immediately relative to his publick adminiſtra- 
tion of the World. And indeed the ſenſe of 
God's over-ruling and directing Providence can- 
not be too much cultivated and improv'd in us, 
as it is our only conſolatory reflection under the 
burthen of evils, which would be inſupportable 
upon another ſuppoſition. For what ſolid mo- 
tive either to patience under them, or the hope 
of deliverance from them could be found, if they 
were ſcattered by chance, or fixed by Neceſlity ? 

Thus then we have conſidered the general de- 
ſigns of God in events that claim our more ex- 
traordinary attention, and endeavoured to recon- 
cile them to our ideas of the Divine Attributes, 
by ſhewing them to be either the means of ad- 
VAncing 
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vancing God's glory, or plain tokens of his Ven- 
geance, or ſignal illuſtrations of his Providence. 
And it may be made appear that he is equally 
juſtifiable in his ways, if we inquire a little fur- 
ther into his more eſpecial intention in permit- 
ting the temporal ſufferings of his beſt and moſt 
faithful ſervants; with a particular view likewiſe 
to the afflictions of the Royal Martyr. 
God's Intention herein : wo may be either, 


I. To make trial of their Integrity. 
II. To puniſh their Sins. Or 


III. To take off their affections from this 
World. | 


I. Then, we are all here in a State of proba- 
tion, and Candidates for a Crawn of Glory which 
the Lord hath prepared for them that love him. As 
God therefore hath propos'd to us ſo ineſtimable 
a reward, it is but reaſonable he ſhould have all 
poſſible proofs of the reſpective merits of thoſe 
who lay claim to it: And accordingly it is very 
fit that he ſhould put the Sincerity of their At- 
fections to the teſt, by ſo varying their circum- 
ſtances in this Life, as ſhall moſt effectually an- 
{wer that purpoſe. A ſtedfaſt Faith, and un- 
blameable Life are indeed often attended with 
worldly proſperity : But this is not appropriated 
to the Righteous ; And he may conſiſtently with 
equity reſerve the recompence due to 'them as 
ſeemeth him good, fince we are well aſſured that 
every inequality ſhall be adjuſted hereafter. 

Nor 
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IT. Nor again are preſent Sufferings ſufficient 
ground of complaint, if they are confider'd as 
Puniſhments of Sin. No man can tell how oft he 
offendeth ; the beſt fall ſeven times a day; To ſuf. 
fer therefore for tranſgreſſions in this Life, is in 
effect to be forgiven; Becauſe no preſent puniſh- 
ment bears an equal Proportion to the malignity 
of Sin in the Sight of God" who 7s of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. Our imperfect notion of 
another's Virtue, as well as our partiality to our- 
ſelves, is indeed ſometimes apt to lead us into er- 
ror; and in particular caſes we are inclin'd to 
imagine that 5 chaſtiſement exceeds the offence. 
But it is in general to be remember d, that though 
many are comparatively good, none are abſolute- 
ly ſo; and that our inability to diſcover the heart 
of Man or the counſel of God, renders us very 
incompetent judges of the propriety of his pro- 
ceedings. However even in thoſe inſtances where 
God's ſeverity is moſt apparent, there may be 
found perhaps upon examination an equal mix- 
ture of loving-kindneſs; For if the troubles and 
calamities of this Life cannot fairly and properly 
be ſaid to be the puniſhments of Sin, they are 
yet not to be repined at or deſpis d, if conſider d 
as preſervatives againſt it. Becauſe they 

Laſtly, take off the Affections from this World: 
That our Affections are not to be ſet on things on 
Earth, is a rule of right reaſon, as well as of re- 
ligion; A rule founded on the incapacity of this 
World to afford real Happineſs. And yet we 
may be convinc d by daily Obſervation that its 

Charms 
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t MW charms are often irreſiſtible ; for they are ex- 
S WF quiſitely adapted to the weakneſs of our Nature, 
e how much ſoever they run counter to the dictates 
of our underſtandings. Every age, every tem- 
per, every condition, is liable to its peculiar temp- 
tations; none know how far they are proof a- 
ty gainſt them: The wiſeſt diſcover their indiſcre- 
tions, nor is there any Vigilance but his, that 
keepeth Iſrael, that neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps. The 
state of Proſperity is a moſt critical one, and 
while there is appetite there is danger; for the 
World has gratifications for all but thoſe who 
have no reliſh. for them, and theſe are the Sons 
of Affliction. Calamity produces this happy in- 
ſenſibility, and they are moſt eaſily convinced 
that they cannot be happy in this World, who 
experimentally feel that they are not: This ex- 
perience directs their thoughts to other objects: 
Happineſs, if it is not to be found here, is yet at- 
tainable ſomewhere ; and in this caſe the tranſi- 
tion from Earth to Heaven is eaſy and natural. 
Religion, in ſhort, may upon many accounts, be 
our delight and our counſellor, but afflictions on- 

ly make it our refuge. 
If theſe truths are applied to the circumſtances 
of the Bleſſed Martyr, they will take off much 
rd: I tom the horror and amazement with which we 
uſually reflect upon them: If we are juſtly 
- WI ſhocked to ſee him as it were ſtruggling through 
this WY; long courſe of misfortunes, harraſſed with end- 
leſs vexations and diſappointments, perſecuted 
by his Enemies, betray'd by his Friends, a Fu- 
* gitive, 
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gitive, a Captive in his own Dominions, ar. 
raigned, condemned, murdered by frantick Enthu- 
ſiaſts fluſhed with conqueſt and pamper'd with 
blood : Let us next view him in another light, 
and the proſpect will wonderfully relieve us: Let 
us behold him out of the reach of almoſt all the 
temptations with which the ſtation he was in is 
naturally beſet ; abſtracted in a manner from 
the World, though one of the firſt Perſonages in 
it; a ſtranger alike to the vanity and the plea- 
ſures of Life ; ſmitten, but not forſaken by God; 
afflicted, but not caſt down; truſting in the 
Lord when he could put no Confidence in Man; 
ſupported by his Integrity, and retaining it irre- 
proachable to the laſt; Puniſbed in the Sight if 
Men, while his Hope was full of Immortality; a little 
chaſtiſed here that he might be greatly rewarded 
hereafter ; « For God prov'd him and found him 
cc worthy for himſelf; as Gold in the furnace 
« hath he tried him, and receiv'd him as a Burnt- 
« offering.” 

I come therefore as propoſed in the ſecond 
place, to exhibit ſuch a ſketch of the character 
of the Royal Martyr, as ſhall juſtify the applica- 
tion of the foregoing obſervations, 

And it will, I conceive, be abundantly ſufficient 
for this purpoſe, to vindicate him from the prin- 
cipal charge brought againſt him, which is, that 
he had form'd a deſign of enſlaving this Nation. 
If this be proved to be a falſe charge, all inferior 
and dependent accuſations muſt fall to the 


ground of courſe, What then is advanced in ſup- 
port 
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rt of it? Are the ſlips, the miſmanagements, 
or, (not to decline the uſe of a more popular 
Word) the grievances of the former part of his 
Reign to be induſtriouſly recapitulated, and till 
remonſtrated againſt him? They cannot in juſ- 
tice, as they were publickly acknowledged, and 
eſfectually redreſt. They cannot even in pru- 
dence, as they reflect upon his Adverſaries them- 
ſelves: For the greateſt of theſe grievances were 
the effect of pure neceſſity, a neceſſity to which 
the reſtleſſneſs and the obſtinacy of the Faction 
drove him. 

Is it further affirmed, to make good the ac- 
cuſation, that he inſiſted upon his Prerogative 
and aſſerted the regal Power in ſtronger terms 
than any of his Predeceſſors had done? The af- 
firmation might be diſproved ; but granting it to 
be true; was he not bound in point of Diſcre- 
tion, of Safety, of Honour, and of Conſcience, 
if he had any regard for the Rights of himſelf 
and his Poſterity, for the Conſtitution both of 
Church and State, or for the Peace and Welfare 
of ſucceeding Generations; to be particularly jea- 
lous of his Authority and open in maintaining it, 
at a time when the Engines of Sedition were e- 
very where at work in order to ſap and under- 
mine it? Indeed almoſt every charge alledged 
againſt the King confutes itſelf, and is with dou- 
ble infamy to be retorted upon the Enemy. Was 
he upbraided with inſincerity? This charge ſure- 
ly comes with an ill grace from thoſe, who while 
they took up arms in rebellious * to 

im, 
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him, publickly diſavowed the leaſt intention to 
injure his Honour or his Perſon. Was he accuſed 
of a deſign to introduce an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment? Theſe accuſers themſelves uſurped the 
ſupreme Power by violence, and exerciſed it with 
licentiouſneſs, Scarce any King has more chaſ. 
Tiſed his People with Rods, than theſe Patriots out 
of Power, and Tyrants in it, cha/tiſed their Fel- 
low Subjects 20th Scorpions. 

But let us inquire a little into ſuch circum- 
ſtances of this pious Prince's character, as may 
be produced in the juſtification of it, from the ac. 
counts and conceſſions of thoſe, who do not 
ſeem inclined to put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction upon his actions. The graces of ſobrie- 
ty and temperance were eminently his; It is a- 
greed on all hands, that he was an excellent 
pattern in the ſeveral relations of life: A foreign 
Hiſtorian expreſsly ſays, that he was © a good 
« Huſband, a good Father, and a good Maſter; 
% he was ſo great a lover of juſtice, that no 
ce temptation could diſpoſe him to a wrongful 
* action, except it was. ſo diſguiſed to him that 
ehe believed it to be juſt.” Theſe words of the 
Lord Clarendon, (the ſame Author allows, ) © may 
& be very true, if applied to the concerns of par- 
* ticular perſons. Never was any King per- 
' haps, (ſays he likewiſe) ſo punctual and re- 
* gular in his devotions, both publick and pri- 
is vate.“ Now one would think, a Prince, who 
ſo well knew, and practiſed his duty to God, 
could not be ignorant or unmindful of what 8 

OWe 
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owed to his People : Or upon what principle is 
it to be accounted for, that a Perſon who ap- 
s to have been ſcrupulouſly attentive to eve 
other obligation, ſhould be as notoriouſly defec- 
tive in the diſcharge of this? The character a- 
bove given, and univerſally beſtowed on him, in- 
cludes in it a moſt ſingular humanity, which, if 
any, is a virtue abſolutely incompatible with the 
very idea of Tyranny : In ſhort, they muſt be 
very expert at reconciling contrarieties, who can 
conceive ſuch a compound of Man and Monſter, 
s theſe ſcandalous calumnies and ridiculous aſ- 
perſions make him. Let us however, for ample 
ſatisfaction's ſake, attend him on to the laſt ſtage 
of his life, and ſee whether the black charge of 
Tyranny will not meet with a confutation there. 
His majeſtick, but humble Deportment, his Spi- 
it reſign' d, though unconquered, his exemplary 
Patience, Meekneſs, and Charity, before the face 
of his cruel enemies, might all be alledged as 
clear teſtimonies of a conſcience innocent of this 
great offence. The dying words of the moſt no- 
torious Malefactors are apt to leave ſtrong im- 
preſſions upon our minds: And ſure the decla- 
rations of our Sovereign at the hour of death de- 
mand a more than ordinary regard. --- That he 
«was a fincere member of the Church of Eng- 
* land, (ſays the Hiſtorian juſt now cited,) can 
* hardly be doubted ; fince he affirmed ſo much 
eon the ſcaffold, at a time, when it could be of 
*no ſervice to him to difſemble his belief: And 
what ſervice at the ſame time could it be to him 
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to diſſemble his Politics any more than his Reli. 
gion? He had then nothing to hope from the 
clemency of his Enemies, or farther, to fear from 
their malice: And why are we not to take his 
royal word in one caſe, as well as another ? But 
the matter will be entirely put out of all doubt, 
if we recolle& a circumſtance well worthy our 
obſervation, by which he appears to have been 
ſo little diſpoſed to hide or even extenuate his 
ſins and infirmities, that he diſcovered a tender- 
neſs and delicacy of conſcience almoſt peculiar 
to himſelf: That truly Chriſtian acknowledg- 
ment, © that God's judgments were juſt upon 
ce him, and that an unjuſt ſentence, that he ſuf- 
ce fered to take effect, was puniſhed then, by an 
e unjuſt ſentence upon himſelf ;” is a moſt glori- 
ous, a moſt memorable proof of this: Indeed 
this confeſſion of human frailty was but agree- 
able to that unwillingneſs and reluctancy, with 
which he paſſed that unjuſt ſentence upon the 
Earl of Strafford: Or rather with which he ſut- 
tered the violence of the Times, the rage of the 
Parliamentary Leaders, the tumults of the Popu- 
lace, the advice of his Counſellors, and even the 
conſent of the unfortunate Lord himſelf to ex- 
tort it from him. It muſt therefore be ſuppoſed, 


that a Prince, who retained ſo keen a ſenſe to 
the laſt of an act of injuſtice to which he ws 
urged by ſo great a variety of temptations, and 
ſuch preſſing neceſſities, that Men even of 1 
facred character ( unprelatically as the noble 
Hiſtorian ſays) made it a point of caſuiſtij 
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whether it was a ſinful act or no: We muſt 
Iſay take it for granted that he, whoſe ſenti- 
ments were ſo nicely fitted to his Religion, did 
not fail with his parting breath fully and expli- 
citly to diſcharge his conſcience to God and the 
World. And now; Whether the blood ſhed 
as on this day, was not as innocent, as it was 
ſacred, may I truſt, be ſafely left to the deter- 
mination of thoſe, who judge of men and their 
actions by the rules of common Senſe, Juſtice, 
and Charity, | 

It remains now, that I briefly ſuggeſt a few 
practical doctrines deducible from what has been 
lad. | 

We are firſt then naturally led to reflect upon 
the vanity and inſtability of all things here be- 
low; and taught by the barbarous murder com- 
mitted on the Perſon of the Lord's Anointed, 
not to place our confidence in any advantages 
we may be poſſeſſcd of; or under any circum- 
ſtances to flatter ourſelves with an imagination 
that we are ſafe from the preſſures of Calamity, 
or the aſſaults of Violence: Preeminence of ſta- 
tion, Integrity of life, and Supremacy of autho- 
nity, though the moſt probable, are yet we find 
no certain ſecurities: And as every condition of 
life is at beſt but precarious, it is our intereſt as 
much as our duty, to have neither too ſtrong 
inclinations for this world nor our main depen- 
dencies upon it. If our hearts be zhere only fixed, 
where true joys are to be found, we need not dread 
Affliction, nor Death itſelf; either may come 
upon us unawares, but neither can attack us un- 
prepared, We 
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We may ſecondly learn to be ſparing of our 
reproaches and cenſures upon thoſe, who la- 
bour under diſtreſs: I is the hand of the Lord 
that preſſeth them ſore ; nor generally ſpeaking 
can we with any certainty aſſign the reaſon : 
Compaſſion is due to miſery whatever may have 
been the occaſion of it, and if it be inhuman to 
inſult even the wicked in their troubles, what 
name ſhall we give them, who upon the ac- 
count of the misfortunes they ſee them oppreſſed 
with, cruelly, diſdainfully, and deſpightfully ſpeak 
againſt the Righteous ? God hath forſaken him, per- 
ſecute him and take him, was the language of the 
Rebels, as if they thought the tribulations of 
their Sovereign were, as ſuch, a diſcredit to his 
cauſe, or a ſufficient ſanction for their own en- 
ormities. 

We are thirdly warn'd by the fatal event of 
this day, to avoid and deteſt the principles that 
led to it. We are commanded to be ſubject to 
the Supreme Authority, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake : a doctrine that forbids 
all artifices, and evil intentions againſt our So- 
vereign : If we deviate from this rule, the con- 
ſequence is too obvious: It is certain, that ma- 
ny of thoſe, who ſided with the enemies of the 
Government in the reign we have been ſpeaking 
of, were not at firſt apprehenſive of the ruin 
that enſued; and it is certain that many others, 
who were more deeply engaged in the deſign 
againſt Church and State, and intereſted in the 
ſucceſs of it, did yet expreſs their abhorrence of 


this 
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this laſt act, and had no immediate hand in the 
death of the King. But ſurely, in the latter caſe, 
it cannot be conſidered as a ſufficient excuſe for 
thoſe, who drove him into the toils, that they 
withdrew themſelves from the company of the 
hunters that ſlew him. As to the former caſe, it 
would have been well for theſe Male-contents 
duly to have conſidered the danger, not only of 
all actual fins, but alſo of all criminal Tenden- 
cies: A luſtful eye is in the fight of God Adul- 
tery, and covetouſneſs Theft ; both caſes howe- 
yer and the mitigations they may bear, muſt be 
left to God's final judgment; and therefore, I ſpeak 
not this to inſult the memory of the dead, but as 
matter of caution to ourſelves. | 

And fourthly, nothing will be ſo likely to keep 
us upon our guard, as the religious obſervation 
of this folemn Anniverſary : This will preſerve 
n our minds a conſtant averſion to thoſe iniqui- 
ties, which drew down in ſo wonderful a man- 
ner upon this nation the vengeance of Heaven : 
And our humiliation is the more neceſſary, as 
too many induſtriouſly countermine the deſign of 
t, and conſider this day, rather as a Feſtival, 
than a Seaſon of Mourning. But ſurely, it is as 
decent and reaſonable in us to commemorate the 
ruin of this Church, and the fall of the Monar- 
chy that ſupported it, with pious concern and 
godly ſorrow, as it is becoming in any perſons 
whatever to exult in the review of the total ex- 
tirpation of both. 
Laſtly, and to conclude ; the memory of the 


Royal Martyr ſhould be ever bleſſed among us, 
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if it be only upon account of the univerſal uſe 
of his 2 Example. Maxims of policy, and 
rules of ſtate, are generally the only, (at leaſt 
the beſt) leſſons to be learnt in Courts, and even 
theſe are merely local; indeed would be uſcleſs 
out of the verge of them: But we have now be. 
fore us a Pattern of Religion and Virtue, ſuited to 
almoſt every caſe and relation of life. Thoſe, 
who are moſt forward to traduce the memory 
of their Sovereign, and miſrepreſent him upon 
all occaſions, may find more in his character 
worthy to be imitated, than reviled. That he 
+ was not the greateſt of Kings, was perhaps the 
fault of the age he lived in: That he was the 
beſt of Men, may be an advantage to future ge- 
nerations: We may learn from him to be juſt in 
our Dealings, faithful in our Friendſhips, chaſte 
in our Converſations, punctual in our Devotions! 
We may learn from his amazing Meekneſs un- 
der the moſt aggravating provocations, and his 
readineſs to forgive his moſt implacable enemies; 
to be patient under indignities, and charitable in 
our very differences; in a word, his Life and 
Death are full of inſtructions. Upon the whole 
then; if we conſider either the general deſigns of 
Providence in the Cataſtrophe of this day, or 
what may ſeem God's more eſpecial intention in 
the ſame, or the publick utility to be reap'd from 
fo illuſtrious an Example, we may juſtly con- 
clude in the words of Holy Writ: Great, and 
marvellus are thy works, O Lord God Almighty, 
Juſt and true are thy ways, O King of Saints. 
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